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I. INTRODUCTION
Philosophy of education is the result of
deep thought and reflection to the roots
concerning education. The philosophers
through their educational philosophical works
try to explore new ideas about education, which
in their opinions are more appropriate in terms
of the fairness of the existence of students and
educators as well as in terms of the
geographical, sociological and cultural setting
of a nation. From the point of view of human
existence will lead to schools of Perenialism,
Realism, Empirism, Naturalism, and
Existentialism (Barnadib, Imam. 1987).
Whereas from a geographical, sociological and
cultural point of view, it will lead to schools of
Essentialist, Traditionalist, Progressivist, and
Reconstructionist.
II. DISCUSSION
Philosophy of education is the
application of philosophy, which means that it
basically uses the philosophical way of working
and will use the results of the empirical studies
of philosophy, namely the form of the results
of the reality of human thought, knowledge, and
value, particularly with regard to the
implementation of the practice of education. In
the philosophy of education there are various
schools in accordance with the schools found
in general philosophy. The philosophical
review can be tangible as the invention of the
congruence between the schools of philosophy
of education with Pancasila philosophy of
education (Gandhi, Steadfast. 2013). The
following section will expose various
philosophy of education which describes the
assessment against the phenomenon or
symptom and human existence in their
development of life and their life in nature and
the environment covered in existentialism,
progressivism, perennialism, essentialism, and
reconstructionism (Edward and Yusnadi,
2015:18-19).
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II. DISCUSSION
2.1 The Existentialism Philosophy of
Education
The existence means the presence, but
in the philosophy of existentialism the term
existence has its own meaning. Apparently, in
the philosophy of existentialism the term
existence means the way humans are in the
world, and this is in the way of being in things,
because things are not aware of their existence
as something that has relations with others, and
are beside others (Wahyudin, et al. 2010).
Complete existence has a relationship with
other yags, and is next to the others. Entirely,
existence means that humans stand as
themselves by coming out of themselves. The
point is that humans realize that they exist.
There are some views of the adherents
of this philosophy regarding the term existence,
namely:
a) Existence is the way humans are. Only
human beings exist, human beings are the
center of attention, so they are humanistic.
b) Existence is not static but dynamic, which
means humans create themselves actively,
planning, acting and becoming.
c) Humans are seen always in the process of
being unfinished and open and realistic.
However, they are bound to the world
around them, especially fellow humans
(Edward and Yusnadi, 2015: 28).
2.2 The Progessivism Philosophy of
Education
Philosophy of education progressivism
was born in United States. This philosophy is
in line with the soul of the American nation at
that time, as a dynamic nation struggling to find
new life in the country. For them there is no
unchanging life, neither immortal values (Muis,
priest. 2004). Yet, there is a change. They are
highly stressed on daily basis, then all of their
actions are measured from the practical uses.
Because the goal is uncertain, then the
way or the mean to achieve the goal was not
certain. The objective and mean for them is
single, which means that if the objective is
changed then the means changes as well. The
figure of this progressivism philosophy of
education is John Dewey (Pidarta, 2007:92).
2.3 The Perrenialism Philosophy of
Education
This philosophy emerged in the middle
ages on the golden age of Christian-Catholic
religion. At the time the religious figures
conquered most of the areas of the
community. So it is logical that some schools
teaching religion appear here and there. That
religion teaching is a truth that is compulsory
to be studied and applied in daily life. The
figures of this philosophy are Augustine and
Thomas Aquino (Ihsan, A. Fuad. 2010).
The following are some principles of
perenialisme education, as follows:
a) in essence, human is the same wherever and
whenever he is, even though the
environment is different.
b) The purpose of education is in line with the
purpose of life, namely to achieve policies
and virtues, to improve a man as a human
being or in other words the exaltation of
man. Therefore then education must be
equal for all people whenever and wherever.
c) For humans, thinking is the highest point of
ability
d) The main function of education is to give
the knowledge of certain, eternal truth.
e) Learners should study the great works in the
literature regarding the history, philosophy,
art, social life especially politics and
Economics (Edward and Yusnadi, 2015:30).
2.4 The Essentialism Philosophy of
Education
The essentialism is not a school of
single philosophy, which founded a building
of its own philosophy, but rather a movement
in education to protest progressivism
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education. The adherents of these schools argue
that there is absolutely essential from the
experience of learners who have the essential
values and need to be maintained. Essence
(essence) was the essence of anything in
particular as to the nature of the thing as a
conceptual unit. The essence is what makes
something into what it is. Essence refers to the
aspects of a more permanent and steady than
anything contrary to something fickle, partial,
or phenomenal (Edward and Yusnadi, 2015:30-
31).
The characteristics of the essentialism
philosophy of education extracted by William
C. Bagley are as follows:
1) Strong and long-lasting interests often grow
out from early learning efforts that attract
or draw attention not because of
encouragement from students.
2) Supervision, direction, and guidance of
adults is inherent in long-term toddlers or
the necessity of dependence that is specific
to human species.
3) Since the ability to discipline self must be
the goal of education, so enforcing discipline
is a way needed to achieve that goal.
4) Esensialism offers a strong and firm teory
on education (Sadulloh, Uyoh. 2010).
2.5 The Reconstructionism Philosophy of
Education
Reconstructionism philosophy of
education is a variation of progressivism, which
wishes human conditions in general to be
corrected. They aspire to reconstruct human life
in total. All areas of life must be changed and
made new. This extreme school seeks to
overhaul the structure of the old society and
build a new life structure altogether, through
educational institutions and protests. The
learning process and everything related to
education is not much different from the school
of progressivism (Pidarta, 2007: 93).
Brameld proposes the theory of
reconstruction education consisting of five
theses, namely:
a) Education is taking place at this time to
create a new social order that will fill the
basic values   of today’s culture, in harmony
with the underlying economic and social
strength of modern society.
b) True democracy is the basis of new people’s
lives.
c) Children, schools, and education are
governed by social strength and culture.
d) Teachers play an important role in education
at school but in carrying out their duties they
must always pay attention to democratic
procedures.
e) The purpose of education is to find the needs
related to the cultural crisis, and to adjust
those needs to social science, namely
universal values.
f) The design of the curriculum, the contents
of the lesson, the methods used, the
administrative structure, and the ways in
which teachers are trained, should be
reviewed and adapted to the need theory
about the rational and scientific nature of
human beings (Edward and Yusnadi, 2015:
32-33).
III. CONCLUSION
From the description of the above paper,
it can be concluded that the schools of
philosophy of education that we use in the
learning process greatly influences students’
character in the future. Each school has
characteristics and influences on education. The
existentialism philosophy of education is
humanistic, progressivism is student-centered
education, perennialism is an education
centered on eternal noble values and is
considered strong to be a view of life,
essentialism is a school of philosophy that
supports perennialism, and reconstructionism
is a support for the progressivism school that
focuses the education on character and
socialization of students.
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